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SECRET Copy No.382

GEOGRAPHIC
INTELLIGENCE
MEMORANDUM

CIA/RR-GM-59-2
23 September 1959

25X1

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICE OF RESEARCH AND REPORTS

WARNING

This material contains information affecting the National Defense of the United States within
the meaning of the espionage laws, Title 18, USC, Secs. 793 and 794, the transmission or
revelation of which in any manner to an unauthorized person is prohibited by law.
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SECRET

Introtustion

of Laos, a prizttive and renote country, today consbitutes o

Litary operstions ¥ill profoundly handicap the future achievement of economi
and political swability in laos.
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Vegetation
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Lass expect hurility snd even servility froa then. This situstion has engendered
& Tasling of resesteunt, even antipathy, tovard the Laotisn Government ancng at
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e 'n.\” (m Dan) a; saree trital grous Listingutobed on she gty
lothes Srsditlomaily vorn by 3

Approved For Release 2002/05/07 ; CIA-RDP79-01006A000100130001-2

The oftictal ard domicant falth of the Kingics of aon i Treramds (or
Finnyaea) Buldhisn, Dit 1t 16 8 Budnisn pereated ¥ich Avizien. Both the a0
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Economy
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the grovtng of optun popples. Almost a1i of tho Laotisn peoples depend up:
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Transportation
Tranaportation and comumtcation factMistes to laos are iradeqite even

3
od
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e of eve these prisitive Jeans of transport 1s Listied durtog the ratny
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Logistio Capabilitics’)

Sf the sivers of Laco are wlso ieportant urteries of truvel, at least
2 ons. Although

Locally; and the larger ones have even been used in military operations. Alth
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e 23 Trem Suiy ihrouin ocover; g in e castern pALC of tne Piatass sa
Tran Nich, 1t lasts from August tarough Deceber-

Decause of 1iatten growmd and rivr ssusmoriation ucilities, atc Sraneprt
16 extrenely Liportant, often the only means of supplying reaote arcss. Westher
contisions, hovever Jircieuarty in the ruiy seascn, oo sevsrely Lists i
operations both by i ‘actual fiying and by re

TEvimaovurtace irfisias naperavle. (See WapSR0L3 108 Losation of airtisite.)

Erect on MUt rati

he capebility of

o 11ve partially or totally off the land.
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ADDENDUM, January 1961

Transportation Notes, I. Roads, North Vietnam

Thanh Hoa--Hoi Xuan--Laos Border--Sam Neua (Leos)

Thanh Hoa to Hoi Xuan: paved surface, 1957; probably
all weather ‘suitable for heavy traffic. From Hoi Xuan to
Laos border, 20 feet wide, earth or gravel road with wooden
SECRET bridges. Reportedly trucks were reaching border at Muong
Lat, Jenuary 1960. Road from border to Sam Neus, 41 miles,
rough, meny damaged small bridges but Jeepsble in dry

weather. 1960.
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